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adenia Forsk.
Twining herbs or undershrubs, tendril-bearing* Leaves entire,
palmately lobed or pmnatifid, usually with large glands on the leaves
and the top of the petiole; stipules 0 or inconspicuous. Flowers
monoecious, usually small, in axillary cymes, the peduncles often
produced into tendrils. Calyx-tube campanulate or tubular; lobes
4-5. Petals 4-5, inserted on the throat or botiom of the calyx-tube.
Male flowers: Stamens 4-5, at the bottom of the calyx-tube, opposite
as many scales or glands; filaments free or connate; anthers basi-
fixed; ovary rudimentary or 0. Female flowers: Staminodes 4-5,
opposite as many scales or glands; ovary stalked or subsessile; ovules
numerous, attached to 3 parietal placentas; style 0 or 3-fid; stigmas
3. Fruit a locuhcidal 3-valved capsule. Seeds numerous, arillate,
flattened, usually pitted; funicle long; albumen fleshy; cotyledons
foliaceous.—Species 60.—Palaeotropics.
A. cissampeloides Harms, is used medicinally in the Gold Coast,
A. kirkii (Mast.) EngL in Portuguese East Africa, A. senensis
(Klotzsch.) EngL in Southern Africa.
1. Adenia palmata EngL in EngL & Prantl NatiirL Pflanzenf.
Ill, 6a (1893) 84.—Modecca palmata Lain. Encycl. Meth. IV.
(1796) 209; Wight Ic. t. 201.—plate 441 (under Modecca
palmata).
A large perennial herb becoming woody at the base; root large,
fusiform; stems long, thickened at the nodes, terete, smooth and shin-
ing, mottled with purple, not much branched. Leaves membranous,
broader than long, 10-12.5 by 15-18 cm., cordate, with 2 flat glands
at the apex of the petiole and 1 at the base of each sinus in the
divided leaves, usually very deeply palmately 5-lobed (rarely 3-lobed
or undivided), glabrous and shining, lobes oblong-lanceolate, acute,
entire; nerves and veins conspicuous; petioles 5 cm. long, grooved,
glabrous. Flowers in 2 opposite cymes (usually of 3) on a long
axillary peduncle which is produced into a long simple tendril.
Male flowers: Calyx broadly campanulate, 1.3-1.6 cm. long, dilated
at the base; lobes 5, ovate, acute. Petals linear-oblong, acute, ciliate,
inserted at the base of the calyx-tube. Corona a ring of threads from

